


Social Fabric
Social Fabric is a short film exploring the role small businesses 
play in creating and maintaining the social fabric of a 
neighborhood. The role they play is examined through the 
influence of COVID-19 and its impact on Moabit, Berlin.

Running Time:               15 minutes                                                                                                  
Producers: Laura Pacha

Chris Larson           



LOGLINE
This short documentary tells the story of 6 business owners in Moabit, how 
they are impacted by the crisis and how they still get up to carry on - for 
their survival, for the neighborhood, for Moabit, Berlin. 

When COVID-19 first hit Europe it created a wave of uncertainty and fear. 
Before we knew it, shops were being shut down and whole economies were 
coming to a halt. This was most damaging for the small businesses that 
make up the vast majority of businesses here in Germany. But, out of this 
uncertainty and fear grew resolution, creativity, and solidarity as businesses 
got creative with their models and locals focused on supporting them. Social 
Fabric tells the story of 6 different businesses in Moabit, Berlin and the role 
they play in society. Their stories of resilience and service to the community 
highlights the need to support small businesses, with or without COVID-19. 

SYNOPSIS



WHY SOCIAL FABRIC
The Corona Virus has caused the greatest economic crisis Germany has 
seen since 1945. In Berlin alone, around 20% of the population has been 
placed on reduced-hour compensation (Kurzarbeit). Over 32,000 businesses 
have had to lay off employees. People stay at home, the streets are empty, 
and many small shops in the neighborhood have had to close - potentially 
forever.

While these numbers are staggering, they don’t account for the social role 
that these small businesses play in the community. These shops are not 
just a place to do your shopping or get your hair cut. They are a meeting 
place where friendships are formed and strengthened - the unique social 
fingerprint and cultural melting pot of Moabit.

With all the negativity and fear, there is also plenty of hope, creativity, 
and solidarity. This is seen in the small businesses that operate in Moabit –
those who hope and do not give up. We tell the story of 6 business owners 
in Moabit, how they are impacted by the crisis and how they still get up 
and carry on - for their survival, for the neighborhood, for Moabit. Our goal 
is to inspire other business owners to think how they can better adapt to 
the crisis as well as to convince people of the importance of supporting 
local business. As often happens, you only notice what you miss when it is 
no longer there.



OUR STORY
We have lived in Moabit for almost 3 years now and 
have come to love our neighborhood and the local 
shops, restaurants, and service providers that line the 
streets. While many people don’t have a necessarily 
positive impression of our neighborhood, we have 
come to discover the diversity and beauty that is 
waiting right outside our door. This was seen most in 
the small shops and restaurants that surround us.

When COVID-19 hit we were obviously focused on its 
impact on us and our families - would everyone stay 
healthy, would we all keep our jobs, and when would 
we be able to travel again. When the lockdown started 
it took us walking around the neighborhood to fully 
realize that life wasn’t completely closed and that 
there were local businesses who were trying to stay 
afloat to support and serve us.

That is when we began to explore this more and began 
to see what COVID-19 only highlighted - Moabit
without the small businesses was, to be honest, 
nothing more than pretty alleys and trees.



INTERVIEW LIST
Annette Blum - Velophil

Klaus Bergmann - Obst & Gemuese

Moa cafe & bar - website

Fridolin Taudtmann - Buchkantine

Stephen Wiesberger - Kulturfabrik

Klaus-Peter Rimpel - Dorotheenstädtische Buchhandlung

https://velophil.berlin/
https://www.facebook.com/ArminiusObstUndGemuese/
https://www.moabar.com/
https://www.buchkantine.de/
https://kulturfabrik-moabit.de/kufa/
http://www.dorotheenstaedtische-buchhandlung.de/


PRODUCERS
CHRISTOPHER LARSON 

LAURA PACHA

Christopher is an entrepreneur and photographer and 
videographer. He grew up in Colorado, completed a BA at 
Brigham Young University and two masters at Oxford 
University. He currently works as a photographer for 
Tripsavvy and Backpackflags with a passion for traveling 
and telling stories.

Laura is an energy engineer by profession, but foremost a 
dreamer and explorer. Born in Hannover, Germany, studied 
in Berlin and having lived in Paris, Amsterdam, Stockholm 
and Singapore she calls the world her home. Right now she 
is showing you her world through travel guide maps, 
photography, stories around the world and curiously enough 
– baking.



WATCH THE TRAILER

Website: http://follow-our-steps.com/documentaries
Facebook: Follow Our Steps
Instagram: @followoursteps.travel


